Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


RFO  UTTER 

7.         ?*"•*  Vt*«*** 


From  tht:  ~  •^'^ 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


April  2,  1948 


RAOIO  SERVICE 


Make  Hotel  Reservations,  Right  Away 

Enclosed  is  the  program  for  the  RFD  meeting  here,  in  Washington,.  April.  27, 
28  and  29.      '  •  "  J 

From  a  check  around  town,  we  find  that  the  hotel  situation,  is  very  tight 
because  of  another  big  meeting  here  the  same  time  as  the  RFD  meeting.    .So  we  sug- 
gest that  you  make  your  reservations  right  away.    We  expect  to  Have,  more  hotel 
room  assurance  in  a  few  days.    Will  get  it  to  you  quickly. 

Note  the  information  on  the  overnight  trains  from  Washington  to  Columbus, 
Ohio,  for  the  Institute  for  Education  by  Radio.   ■  ■  ■ 


Dodd  Analyzes  Wheat  Agreement 

Under  Secretary  Dodd  says  he  has  all  his  life  savings  tied  up  in  wheat 
farming,    And  he  told  Gil  Kingsbury  of  WLW  that . , . .both  personally  and  official- 
ly..,.he  regards  the  International  Wheat  Agreement  as  a  good  deal  for  the 
Ame  ric  an  whee t  growe r . 

In  a  recorded  interview  for  tomorrow  with  Gil  for  WLW'js  "Everybody's  Farm," 
Dodd  referred  to  questions  about  the  |2  maximum, in  the  agreement.     He  admitted 
it  is  a  little  under  present  prices.     But  he  pointed  to  recent  trends  in  the 
market,  and  the  prospects  of  a  smaller  European  demand  next  year.  • . 

Dodd  added  that  U.  S.  growers  have  received  $2  for  wheat  only  twice.., and 
then  for  short  periods.     Some  growers  never  got  |>2  until  a  little  more  than  a 
year  ago.     After  World  War  I,  wh;  at  dropped  from  above  $2  to  85  cents  in  just  3 
or  4  months,  and  didn't  get  back  up  to  $2  -  again  until  after  World  War  II,  He. 
thinks  assurance  of  an  export  market  for  5  years  for  all  the  wheat  the  U.  S,  . 
can  grow.',  ..within  price  ranges  of  $2  to  never  lower  than  ,$1.10,. ..is  something 
for  wheat  farmers  to  feel  good  about. 

The  Under  Secretary  said  he  had  just  come  from  the'  Northwest.  -  Growers  told 
him  that  if  they  have  to  cut  acreage  25%  ^  it  will,  hurt  them;  they'll  have  to  get 
into  other  crops.     But  with  prices  in  the  $1  to  $.2.  range,  they'll  keep  growing 
.wheat.     He  said  the  agreement . "furnishes  what  we've  been  looking  for  since  '33— 
a  profitable  market  for  the  25%,  of  our  land  in  export  wheat." 

FAO  Council  To  Meet 


The  18-nation  Council  of  the  Food 
two-week  session  in  Washington  Apr.  5. 


Agriculture  Organization  will  open  a 


First  U.  S.  Casualty  in  Foot-and-Mouth  Campaign 


We  got  word  here  today  that  a  U.  S.  field  worker  on  the  Foot-and-Mouth  Com- 
mission staff  in  Mexico  died  last  Saturday  as  a  result  of  a  shot  from  ambush. 
His  is  the  first  U.  S.  fatality  in  the  campaign.     However,  a  Mexican  veterinarian 
and  6  soldiers  were  killed  by  a  mob  in  September. 

Officials  are  investigating  to  determine  whether .the  shooting  was  an  isolate 
incident,  or  the  result  of  general  opposition  to  the  campaign  in  the  Veracruz 
area  where  it  occurred. 


Churches  Set  Up  Farm  Program 


Last  week  at  the  Garrett  Bible  Institute  at  Evans ton,  111,,  representatives 
of  Protestant  church  groups  outlined  a  program  to  give  church  people  an  apprecia- 
tion of  the  importance  of  family  farms  and  farm  family  living.     One  important 
recommendation  is  for  1-day  institutes  on  the  farm  family  and  country  church  in 
communities  and  counties.     Churches  represented  at  Evanston  included  Episcopal, 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Lutheran,  Baptist,  Methodist,  Congregational,  Congrega- 
tional Christian,  Society  of  Friends,   Pre sbyterian}  Mennonite.     Also  attending 
were  representatives  of  USDA  agencies,  and  State  Extension  service s9 

USDA  Official  Travel 

W.  D.  Termohlen,  Poultry  Branch,   PMA;     Dallas,  Apr,  5-6. , . , Laredo,  7-9  Dallas 

10-12  to  meet  with  Mexican  authorities  on  grading  U.S.  eggs  for  export  to  Mexico. 

G,  F.  Geissler,  Crop  Insurance?     Peoria,  111.,  Apr0  12  for  Central  States  Exten- 
sion Directors  r  meeting. 

New  Home  Bulletins 


Even  if  you're  running  a  straight  farm  show,  you'll  probably  be  interested 
in  the  two  enclosed  publications:     "A  Step-Saving  Kitchen,"  and  "Your  Farmhouses- 
Planning  the  Bathroom."    Note  all  the  new  wrinkles  in  the  kitchen  bulletin 
wrinkles  that  even  a  mere  man  can  appreciate 0     Some  of  you  already  received  noti- 
fication copies  of  these  publications.     If  so,  you  probablv  won't  have  trouble 
find  in  g  a.  friend  who  would  like  them. 

We  have  no  free  supply  of  these  publications.     Tell  ycur  listeners  they  are 
10/  a  copy  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.   S.  Government  Printing  Office 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 

You  Can  Of far  Garden  Bulletin 

Wefre  enclosing  a  garden  bulletin,  "Growing  Vegetables  in  Town  and  City." 
You  can  offer  this  for  free  distribution  over  the  air.     Tell  your  listeners  to 
write  to  you  (and  you  relay  the  requests  on  to  us )..«*•  or  write  direct  to  us...... 

whichever  you  prefer. 

This  bulletin  offers  a  good  tie-in  on  the  Freedom  Garden  program  for  1948. 
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Assembly  to  Consider  Rural  Health 

Itfhen  the  National  Health  Assembly  meets  here  Fay  1-4,  it  will  give  major  at- 
tention to  rural  health  problems ....  including  the  long-standing  shortage  of  doc- 
tors, nurses,  hospitals,  and  public  health  services  for  farm  people. 

The  Assembly's  executive  committee  includes  presidents  of  the  major  farm 
organizations. 

Chairman  of  the  Rural  Section  is   Joseph  W.  Fichter,  of  the  Ohio  State  Grange 
Working  with  Fichter  in  outlining  problems  for  the  Assembly  are  Frank  Peck  of 
Form  Foundation  in  Chicago. ...  Dr.  Franklin  Crockett  of  Committee  on 'Rural  Health 
Service  of  AMA,  Lafayette,  Ind . . . . Ranson  Aldrich  of  Mississippi  Farm  Bureau.... 
C.  Horace  Hamilton,  rural  sociologist  of  North  Carolina  State  College ... .Mrs . 
Gladys  T.  Edwards  of  Farmers'  Union,  Denver ... .and  Nebraska  Extension  Director 
Harry  T.  Gould. 

The  Assembly  will  compare  experience  from  all  over  the  c ountry, . . .with  em- 
phasis on  how  communities  have  solved  their  own  health  problems. 

You  may  want  to  check  with  local  farm  organization,  Extension,  Farmers  Home 
Administration,  and  medical  leaders  for  features  on  your  local  rural  health  situa 
tion  to  tie  in  With  the  National  meeting. 

How  to  Help  "Cotton" 

When  the  Cotton  Subcommittee  of  the  House  Agriculture  Committee  started  to 
look  into  what  can  be  done  to  meet  the  problems  of  the  Cotton  South,  it  asked 
for  (1)  reports  on  Agriculture  and  Economic  Problems  of  the  Cotton  Belt,  and  (2) 
for  the  latest  research  and  technological  developments  in  cotton  production  and 
use.     The  first  report  was  released  at  the  herring  last  July. 

The  second,  prepared  by  USDA,  is  a  unique  300-page  report  out  this  week. 
Nearly  half  the  report  is  devoted  to  soil  cons erva tion  and  land  use  needs.... 
such  as  shifting  30  million  acres  of  cropland  to  grass  or  trees.     The  other  half 
covers  latest  findings  on;  1)  Better  cottons,  information  which  contributes  to 
more  efficient  production  of  high  quality  cotton  on  a  regional  and  national  basis 
2)  new  uses  for  cotton  and  cottonseed-,  -3)  competition  from  synthetics  and  paper, 
4)  mechanization,  5)  insect  control  which  includes  information  on  s dme  of  the 
newer  insecticides  and  indicates  that  cotton  insects  can  be  controlled. 

Unlike  many  such  congressional  reports ,  this-  report  is  profusely  illustrated 
with  drawings,  charts,  maps,  pictures.     In  fact,  several  sections  of:  the  report 
are  told  in  picture -story  style. 

This  report  will  interest  R^D's  in  cotton  c ountry ....  a s  well  as  those  of 
you  in  other  sections  affected  by  change®  in  the  Cotton  Belt.     If  you  write  us, 
we'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  this  report.     It's  title  is,  "Part  2,  Study 
of  Agricultural  and  Economic  Problems  of  the  Cotton  Belt." 


Dairy  Herds  Continue  Decline 


In  this  month's  "Dairy  Situation"   (Mar.  30),  BAE  reports  that  cow  numbers 
are  the  smallest  since  '40,  but  the  ratio  of  young  stock  to  milk  cow  numbers  is 
almost  a  record.     Farmers  could  stop  the  down-trend  in  herds  fairly  quickly  if 
they  slowed  up  on  culling  from  the  near  record  of  the  past  year.     In  spite  of 
fewer  cows,  and  a  larger  population,  milk  production  per  capita  was  higher  in  r47 
than  the  '35-39  average.     Milk  production  on  farms  per  day  during  February. was 
6%  under  a  year  earlier,  mostly  because  of  the  4/£  fewer  cows. 

Fid-February,  farmers  averaged  $4,98  a  cwt.  wholesale  for  milk  compared -with 
$4,46  in  Feb.   '47.     Prices  of  most  dairy  items  are  likely  to  continue  above  a 
year  earlier. 

"...And  Please  Make  People  Careful,  Amen." 

That's  the  prayerful  appeal  being  made  this  year  by  Smoke y  Bear  -  the  forest- 
f ire-prevention  trademark  of  State  and  Federal  forestry  officials  -  as  the  1948 
cooperative  forest  fire  prevention  program  gets  underway. 

The  foresters  tell  us  that  the  Campaign  is  beginning  to  make  a  real  dent  in 
the  number  of  man-caused  forest  fires.     They're  particularly  grateful  for  the 
help  you  RFD's  have  been  giving  on  all  local  fronts.     They're  hoping  that  you 
will  pitch  in  again  this  year  in  cutting  down  those  9-out-of -every-10  forest, 
woods  and  range  fires  caused  by  human  carelessness  and  thoughtlessness. 

Once  again,  Bill  Bergoffen  of  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service  is  planning  to  send, 
under  separate  cover,  kits  of  campaign  material  to  all  of  you.    And,  once  again, 
don't  forgot  to  call  on  your  local  or  Federal  Foresters  if  you  want  additional 
inform? t ion,  this  year's  special  transcription,  or  "live"  participation.     The  Red 
Cross  is  in  on  this  year's  program,  too. 

t  ■  * 

Watch  for  Cover  Crop  Stories  -  . 

Farmers  in  the  South,  and  other  sections  where  the  soil  does  not  freeze  dur- 
ing the  winter.,  are  expected  to  turn  under  another,  big  .acreage  of  winter  cover 
and  green  manure  crops..,,, probably  equal  ],iag,  the  21,335,000  acres-  turned  under 
last  spring,    .  •  i  •  ■  .. 

ACP  leaders  here  say  many  farmers  have  some  rather  remarkable  stories  to  tell 
about  how  these  cover  crops .... .turned  under have  helped  check  run-off  and 
soils-washing,  and  boosted  crop  yields,  ■  r.    .       ■   .  ..  ' 

You  can  find  some  good  stories  in  farmers'  experiences  with  cover  crops...,, 
including  comparisons  between  different  types  of  cover  crops. 

Freight  Priority  for  Farm  Materials 

ICC  says  that  if  any  curtailment  of  freight  is  necessary  under  the  coal- 
saving  order  effective  Mar.  30,  priority  will  be  given  to  food,  feed,  seeds  for 
food  or  feed,  and  ingredients  for  food  and  feed.     Equal  preference  is  given  to 
livestock,  live  poultry,  and  fertilizer. 
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Agricultural  Price  Sunanc ry 

In  this  month'  "Agricultural  Prices"  (Mar,   29),-  BAE  reports  that  i 

Following  the  sharp  drops  of  a  month  before,   prices  farmers  receive  recovered 
slightly  and  averaged  about  1.4$  higher  as  of  mid-March  than  in  mid-February . 
The  index  of  prices  farmers  pay  (including  interest  and  taxes)  dropped  0.4$. 


The  changes  of  the  month  raised  the  index  of  prices  farmers  receive  from  279 
to  283.     This  is  8%  below  the  high  of  Jan.,   '48,   1%  above  Mar.,   '47,  and  39$  above 
the  level  of  204  at  "War's  end,  August,  '45. 

Following  are  highlights  from  the  report: 


Commodity  and  Unit 


Av.  Prices  Farmers  Rec'd, 


tMar'.JLS 

Feb 0 15 

Mar,  15  : 

;  1947 

1948 

1948  : 

Parity  Price  or   :Ave  Price  as  Per- 
Comparable  Price rcentaee  of  Parity 
3/15/48        : or  Comparable  Price 

.3/15/48. 


Wheat,  per  bu,  . 
Corn,  per  bu . 
Oats ,  per  bu. 


Cotton,  per  lb.  . 

Soybeans,  per  bu  „ 
Peanuts,  per  lb« 
Potatoes,  per  bu. 


Beans,  dry  edible, 

per  cwt.   

Apples,  per  bu. 
Grapefruit,  per  box 
Oranges,  per  box  . 


Hogs,  per  cwt.    . . . 
Beef  cattle, per  cwt. 
Lambs,  per  cwt,  , 


Butter fat,  per  lb, 
Milk,  wholesale, 
pe  r  cwt  »   .  i  ,  .  ,  . 

Chickens,  live, ^ 

per  lb.   

Eggs ,  per  doz .   . . a 


2,44 

$2,12 

$2*21 

$  2.18 

101$ 

1.50 

1.92 

2,11 

1.59 

133 

0.890 

1,04 

1.17 

0,986 

119 

0.3189 

0.3071 

0.3177 

0.3063 

104 

3.67 

2.97 

3.23 

2.37 

136 

0.991 

0.10 

0.101 

0,119 

85 

1.40 

1.93 

le96 

1.84 

107 

12.00 
3.02 
0.59 
1.36 

26.50 
18,00 

20,30 

0,735 
4,27 


0.266 
0.401 


11.20 
2.00 
0.33 

0,89 

21.60 
19.50 
20.70 

0.849 

5.00 


0.2.6 
0.45 


10.90 
1.95 
0.23 
1.14 

21,80 
20.70 
20,00 

0.803 

4,88 


0,272 
0,426 


8.32 
2.37 

2,05 
3.76 

18.00 
13,40 
14.50 

0.66 

3.89 


0.282 
0.462 


131 

82 
11 

30 

121 
154 
138 

122 

125 


96 
92 


Friends  of  the  Land  Week 


May  2-8  is  Friends  of  the  Land  Week.     The  observance  will  be  opened  Sunday, 
May  2,  with  Soil  and  Soul  Sunday.     Rural  pastors  will  give  sermons  on  land 
stewardship. 
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A  M  0  F  G  0  U  R  S  E  L  V  E  S 
Picking;  Success  Stories 


Extension  Editor  .  Round  of  Nebraska  sends  us  a  talk;  by  radio  by  -.Ext  ens  ion 
Agent  R.  -A .  , Stewart  of  Knox  County,    -It  contains  many  apt  observations,  including 
this  one  about  picking  the  right  former  for  success  stories,  '  Stewart  says: 

"I  hove  found  that  a  story  built  around  a  farmer  is  as  good  as  his  rating 
as  a  farmer,  and  recognition  in  his  community  as  a  leader  and • a  citizen,,,.. 
Often,  I  have  casually  mentioned  a  farmer  experience  while ' visiting  with  a  small 
group  or  even  with  another  farmer.     If  there  is  no  response  or  comment,  I  usually 
feel  that  there  is  a  reason.     Don't  build  around  this  man..,, 

,"A  certain,  farmer  cornered  me  in  a  restaurant,  one  cay  and  asked  me  to  stop, 
look  over  his  lay-out,  and  told  me  why' he. had  one. of  the  best  lay-outs  in  the 
country.. .-.The  man:  was  fishing  for  publicity. .The  drawback  was  that  he  was  a 
gentleman -farmer.   -.He'd  fixed  this  (farm)  up  for  his  son -in- lav;,  who  was  city- 
raised  and  was  trying  to  operate  the  farm. . . .His  equipment  was  expensive,  but  it 
was  ideaL.  ■  770  could  have  told  about  it,  but  we  couldn't  have  tied  it  to  a  name. 
The  name  would  hove  neutralized  it  as  a  story  of  interest  to  farmers," 

WHFB  Pushes  Fruit  Services 

Phil  Folloy  of  WHFB  at  Benton  Harbor,  Mich,,  says  his.  station  has  been  quite 
instrumental  in  promoting  a  YJeather  Bureau  Station,  and  now  with  the  Farm  Bureau 
and  Michigan  Horticultural  Society  actively  behind  it,  "it  looks  as  though  we 
will  get  one.     The  idea  came  to  me  from  one  of  your  RFB  Letters'  covering  activi- 
ties that  can  bo  promoted  by  a  Farm  Editor."     Activities  scheduled  for  the  coming 
year  include  -  direct  pick-ups  from  the  Benton  Harbor  Fruit  Ivarket,  plus  a  compre- 
hensive spray  schedule  for  fruit  growers',  .'  ' 

Agents  Use  Wire  Recorders 

Rex  Brown,  Director  of  Information  for  Colorado  A  &  If,  tells'  u's'  that  "We  now 
have  several  county  Extension  agents  using  wire  recorders,    "Several  consider  their 
wire  recorder  about  as  valuable  a  piece  of  equipment  as  any  they  have'.     They  take 
it  out  to  meetings  and  record  five  or  six  minutes  or  so  and  the'n  use  it  on  their 
regular  weekly  program  of  KVOR,  Colorado  Springs,  each  Tuesday 'morning.  They 
found  other  uses  for  it,  too.     One  HDA  took  the  thing  to  a  leader-training  meeting, 
transcribed  the  presentation  of  the  lesson  for  project  leaders  and  home  demonstra- 
tion clubs  and  then  took  the  recorder  out  and  played  the  transcription  for  several 
project  leaders  who  hadnrt  been  a ble  to  get  to  the  original  meeting. ...  Two  other 
counties  now  have  the  use  of  a  wire  recorder  through  an  ^rra'ngement  -with  their 
radio  stations  and  this  has  meant  an  amazing  amount  of  material,  giving  results 
of  field  day s ,  -4-H  demonstrations,   special  agricultural  planning  meetings,  and 
other  events  for  use  on  weekly  broadcasts." 


WCOM* s  Farm  and  Home  Shows 

Mar  re  11  Rapp  of' TYCOM  in  Parkersburg,  Wi  W. ,  -reports  that  20  different  .. 
agriculture  1  groups. , .  .including  the   farm  organizations,  Extension  Services,  and 
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0  U  R  S  E  L  V  E  S  (Cont'd.) 

others ... .participate  in  a  noon-time  farm  program  3  days  a  week.     He  and  Mrs,  Rapp 
have  a  Saturday  noon  Community  Farm  and  Home  Show^  with  half  devoted  to  farming, 
and  half  to  homemaking. 


Homer  Martz  Meets  Some  Chicks 

At  least,   so  Homer  says.     But  he  explains  they  are  the  poultry  variety,.,,, 
250  of  them. ,.„« representing  the  first  baby  chicks  ever  shipped  by  air  from 
Europe,     They  are  being  introduced  to  a  hatchery  in  Eastern  Ohio,     Homer  is  meet- 
ing them  at  the  airport  today.     Needless  to  say,  Homer  is  RFD  at  KDKA.  . 

Hal  Totten  Drops  By 

RFD  Hal  Totten  of  WGN,  Chicago,  dropped  in  for  a  visit  this  afternoon.  He 
is  in  town  for  a  week  for  the  hearings  before  the  Senate  Committee  on  Interstate 
and  Foreign  Commerce  on  the  Johnson  bill,  dealing  with  clear  channel  broadcasting. 

Navy  Finances  Listener  Research 

The  i%vy  has  allotted  $20,000  to  the  University  of  Minnesota  for  research  in 
readership,  lis tenership,  and  reactions  of  people  to  various  types  of  newspaper 
stories,  pictures,   radio  programs,  magazine  articles,  etc.     Navy  wants  to  find 
out  how  people  in  different  social  and  economic  groups  get  their  information.  It 
will  use  the  facts  learned  for  training  work  in  the  Navy,  and  in  determining  the 
best  ways  to  relay  information  to  Navy  personnel.     This  information  also  will 
tie  in  with  psychological  warfare. 


Encl osures  j 

Program  for  RFD  Meeting 

Planning  The  Bathroom 

A  Step-Saving  U  Kitchen 

4  Out  of  5  Pigs  Never  Grow  Up 

Growing  Vegetables  in  Town  and  City 

BAE  Statistics 

Europe's  Milk  Starved  Children  Urgently  Need  Help 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M. . Gapen  v 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


•* 
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Fromtht;"  • 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  RADIO  SERVICE 

OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION  April  9,  1948 

Hotel  Reservations  for  RFD  Meeting  .. 

This  week,  1  wrote  you  about  how  to  get  hotel  reservations  for  our  RFD  meet- 
ing, April  27,  28  and  29. 

We've  been,  able  to  nr-ronge  for  reservations  at  one-  of  several  hotels  near  ■ 
the  Capitol  and  Union  Station.    Write  or  wire  Mr,  H.  Gv  McColgan,-  Dodge  Hotel, 
Washington,  D,  C".       The   'phone  is  NAtional  5460, 

Be  sure  to  say  you  want  a  reservation  for  USDA's  radio  -farm  director s '  meet- 
ing.    And  be  sure  to  specify  date  and  probable  hour  of  arrival.     If  you  are'  to;  ; 
arrive: in  the  wee  small  morning  hours,  ,  and  want  a  room  right  away,  the . hotel. wi 11 
require  a  deposit* 

Most  available  rooms  are  doubles,   so  indicate  your  approval  to  be  bunked  with 
a  fellow  RFD.     If  you're  bringing  your  wife,   so  inform  Mr,  McColgan...  •. 

A  block  of  50  double  rooms  will  be  held  through  April  20.     So  get  your  reser- 
vation, in  by  that  time, 


USDA  TV  Research  Approved ' 
Here  it  is. 

Our  long-anticipated  Television  Research  Project  finally  cleared  the  hurdles 
Thursday  of  this  week*    By  yesterday  afternoon,  we  hod  the  first  of  the  two  men 
for  the  project  on  the  payrolls 

In  this  project,  we'll  do  just  what  the  title  says--rese'arch,  '"We'll  be  ex- 
perimenting to  find  the  most  effective  ways  .to  present • agricultural  and  homemaking 
subject  matter  by  television,  .Our  emphasis  will- be  on  e ffective  programming 
techniques  within  the  cost  limitations  of  Federal ,- State ,  and  local  agricultural 
agencies*  As  we  get  squared  away  on  programming  techniques,  we'll  bo  going  into 
the  field  to, study  audience  .reactions,  including  the. effect  of  these  TV -programs 
in  encouraging  adoption  of  practices.  ...  ;. 

'We  got  our  funds  for  this  project  under  Title  II  of  the  Research  and  Market- 
ing Act*     The  programs  will  be  for  the  general  audience  at  firstc     Much  of. the 

subject  matter  of  USDA  is  of  interest  to  non-farm  people  the""  'people" who"" have 

most  of  the  TV  receiving  sets  at  the.  present  time.    What  we  learn  here  will  pre- 
pare us  for  TV  programming . on  farm  production  as  TV  moves  farther  into- .the 
country. 
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USE A  TV  Research  Approved  (Cont'd) 

Our  new  TV  man  is  Ton  Mo one.     Tom  spent  4  years  with  KFH  in  Wichita,  a  year 
and  a  half  with  KFI  in  Los  Angeles,  nearly  two  years  with  Armed  Forces  Radio 
Service,  and  a  short  time  with  WRC  here  in  Washington.     For  about  a  year  and  a 
half  he  has  been  working  on  radio  with  the  National  County  Agent  News  Syndicate. 

Farm  Cost  Situation 


In  the  March  Farm  Cost  Situation  (Apr.  9),  BAS  highlights  prospects  for 
some  of  farmers'  major  cost  items: 

-Farm  Labor  — Maybe  some  improvement  this  year  over  last  In  farm  labor  supply 

and  skill  and  experience. d . ,but  wage  rates  probably  will  continue  near  last  year's 

record. 

Farm  Machinery  —  New  plants  coming  into  production  and  old  plants  producing  at 
record  levels.     Output  probably,  wil 1  exceed  J.a  st  year's  record  output,     Even  with 
exports,  farmers  expected  to  get  more  new  machinery  than  in  *47. 

Feed        Under  present  price  relationships,  it  will  pay  livestock  farmers  to  sub- 
stitute high  protein  feeds  for  feed  grains  whenever  possible ;  this  situation 
likely  to  continue  until  the  new  crop  of  feed  grains  is  available.     Supply  of 
feed  grains  on  hand  Jan.  1  about  25%  lower  than  ye-r  earlier,  but  total  live- 
stock production  between  now  and  next  fall  expected  to  be  only  about  10%  below 
a  year  ago. 

Fertilizer  --  Prices  higher  than  a  year  ago,  'and  expected  to  remain  higher  than 
in  '47,  when  they  averaged  about  12%  above  '46, 

Farm  Building  Materials,  Containers,  Insecticides,  Fungicides  —  Supply'  situation 
improving,  and  most  items  easier  to  get  in  '48  than  in  '47.     Stocks  of  lumber 
low  compared  with  prewar,  partly  because  dealers  reluctant  to  build  up  inven- 
tories at  current  high  prices.     Supplies  of  most  insecticides  and  fungicides 
If rge  enough  to  meet  demands,  and  prices  expected  to  be  lower. 

Farm.  Land  Values  --  are  nearly  at  '20  peak,  and  land  rentals  are  more  than  3 
times  the  prewar  level,  and  higher  than  for  any  previous  year. 

USDA's  Plans  for  ECA 

Fred  Northrup  of  PMA's  Price  Support  and  Foreign  Supply  Branch  is  to  be 
chief  liaison, of ficer  between  USDA  and  other  Government  agencies  on  the  new 
foreign  assistance  program  (ECA), 

Northrup  points  out  that  the  policy  is  to  procure  as  much  material  as  pos- 
sible through  private  channels,     He  also  indicates  intent  to  see  that  U.  S, 
agricultural   surplus  commodities  are  not  overlooked  in  the  recovery  program. 

Bond  Sales  to  Farmers 

Secretary  Anderson  has  sent  to  USDA  Councils  afield  a  brief  note  about  the 
April  15- June  30  national  bond  sales  drive  by  Treasury, 
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Frog ram  for  Columbus  Sessions 

Two  agricultural  radio  workshop  sessions  are.  scheduled  for  the  Institute  for 
Education  by  Radio  at  Columbus,   Ohio,  April  30-May~3.' 

The  program  for-  Saturday  afternoon  (L'ay  1)  will  include: 

Radio  .programs  for  rural  young  people  —  with  -excerpts  of  transcriptions  of 
vcrious  types  of;  shows,  followed  by  discussion.     Joe  Tonkin  will  head  a  panel. 

"Listener  "surveys  — .  with  highlights  by  Dr.  Gladys  Gallup  of  Federal  Exten- 
sion of  developments  in  the  Extension  field  and  by  Tom  Page  of  W3JBC  of  de- 
velopments in  the  nadio  industry  and  advertising  .agency  field..    An  RFD,  Extension 
radio  editor,  and  agency  representative  will  comment  on  what  they  want  to  find 
out  from  these  surveys.     I'll  chairman  this  feature. 

^International  agricultural  relations  ,r-  which  :will  include  discussions  by  A 
radio  people  from  this  and  other  countries  of  .ways  to.  use  radio  to  promote  inter- 
national understanding  in  the  agricultural  field.     Dana  Reynolds"  wi 11  lead  the 
discus  sion. 

The  line-up  for  Sunday  afternoon  (lay  2)  includes: 

-Programs  with  more  rural-urban  appeal  --  with  transcriptions  to  illustrate 
various  types  of  shows.  Don  Lerch  of  CBS  Country  Journal  will  handle  this  fea- 
ture, with  the  help  of  a  panel.  '  • 

Putting  the  "home"  in  farm  and  home  —  a  panel  discussion  led  by  John  Baker 
of  WLSn  Chicago. 

Research  in  Television  Programming  . —  -a  discussion  which  will  include,  among 
other  things,  plans  for  our  television  research  project  which  he s  just  been  ap- 
proved,    I'll  lead  this  discussion. 

In  addition  to  these  workshop  sessions,  .the  RFD's  and  the  Extension  and 
Land  Grant  College  personnel  will  each  have  separate  shop-talk  sessions  Friday, 
April  30. 

You  can  get  an  overnight  train  from  Washington,  ,D.  C  (following  the  RFD 
meeting  here)  to  Columbus. 

RFD  Visitors  in  Washington 


In  town  this  week  for  the  Senate  hearings  on  the   Johnson  Bill,  dealing  with 
clear  channel  broadcasting,  have  been  Nelson  Mclninch  of  KFI  in  Los  Angeles, 
John  McDonald  of  WSM  in  Nashville,  Marshall  Wells  of  WJR  in  Detroit,  Bill  Sho- 
mette  of  WOAI  in  San  Antonio,  and  Hal  Totten  of  WGN,  Chicago. 

Ben  Work  of  WKRC  in  Cincinnati  dropped  by  today,  enroute  home  from  a  two 
weeks'  jaunt  across  the  north.     He  has  high  praise  for  Purdue's  RFD  meeting, 
reported  in  our  Mar.  26  Letter. 


USDA  Official  Travel 

Under  Secretary  Dodd  --  Richmond ,  Apr.   16,  State  meeting  of  county  committeemen. 

W.  7.  Lambert,  Admin,  Agrl.  Research  Administration  —  Peoria,-  April  12-15  at 
Horthern  Research  Laboratory. 

L.  B.  Howard,  Chief,  Bur,  Agrl.  &  Indust.  Chem.  —  Peoria,  April  12-15. 

H.-  K.  Stiebeling,  Chief,  Bur.  Human  Nutrition  &  Home  Ec»  --  Gainesville,  Fla., 
Apr,  26-27;  Wint erhaven ,  April  28-2S;  Ft,  Lauderdale,  Apr.  30;  Miami,  May  1. 

Ralph  Pulghum,  Asst.   Chief,  Info,  Div, ,  Extension  --  Asheville,  N.C,  Apr,  21-24, 

at  quarterly  conference  of  Southern  Directors. 

Erwin  Schinn,  Field  Coordinator ,  Extension  —  Raleigh,  N.  C,  Apr,  12-13;  Columbia, 
S.C.,  Apr,  14,   Jefferson  Hotel;  Clem  son,  Apr,  15-16;  Athens,  0-a.,  Apr,  17-19, 
Georgian  Hotel;  Atlanta,  Apr,  20-21 ,  Piedmont  Hotel;  Tuskegee,  Ala.,  Apr.  22-23, 
Tuskegee  Institute. 

Australian  Frmor  Plans 


Following  the  information  in  our  Mar.,  26  Letter  about  the  Australian  farmers 
to  visit  the  U.S.,  the  destination  "of  their  ship  v/as  changed  a  time  or  two  en- 
route.     The  result  is  a  complete  change  "in  their  itineraries.     Our  latest  is  that 
they  arrive  in  San  Francisco,  Apr,  15.    We  won't  have  definite  information  about 
their  plans  until  after  they  land.     But  here  are  some  very  tentative  possibili- 
ties for  the  West  Coast  States: 

California  --  Tentatively  Apr.  15-23,  .  At  Berkeley,  contacts  ere  Asst.  Dean 
Freeborn,  and  Extension  Director  Crocheron,  At  San  Francisco,  W«  R.  Allstetter, 
Budget  and  Management  Officer,  PMA.. 

Oregon  --Tentatively  Apr.  24-20.  Corvallis,  Dean  Schoenfeld.  At  Portland, 
E.  H.  Miller,  State  PMA  Chairman. 

Washington  --  Tentatively  Apr.  30.     Pullman  (?),  Extension  Director  Ellington 
and  J.  C.  Knott.     At  Seattle,  H.  W,  Moering,  PMA.  Grain  Branch, 

We'll  pass  along  further  information  about  these  Australian  farmers  after 
they  land. 

The  party  includes  H.  W.  Bruce,  poultryman,  orchardist,  and  -vegetable  grower; 
M.  R,  Buttsworth,  dairyman;  W.  A.  Meare  s ,  general  or  mixed  farming;  C  P.  Dowsett, 
economist  of 'the  Rural  Bank  of  New  South  Wales,  and  Noel  Griffiths,  Public  Re- 
lations Officer  for  the  bank.     The  farmers  won  a  Progressive.  Farmer  Competition 
sponsored  by  the  bank. 

FAQ  Council  Meeting        -'  ..*-.,  -  •  - 

Note  enclosures  on  the  FAO  Council  meeting  which  opened  here  in  Washington 
April  5. 
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State  Services  to  RFD '  s 

State  Extension  editors  frequently  ask  for  suggestions  on  how  to  better  ser- 
vice RFD's.     So,  we  oircu.'.arized  a  few  of  the  State  editors.-  and  radio  men  whom  we 
knew  to  have  certain  services  in  addition  to  the  usual  output  of  releases;  for 
example,  notification  of  specialists1  travel,  special  meetings  for  RFD's,  etc. 
Here  are  some  of  the  rf sponses: 

Maynard  Speece,  l/inn.  --"Vfe  have  been  using  our  regular  news  and  radio  ser- 
vice to  radio  sTa"tio"n~3  to  notify  RFD T s  of  specialist  travel;     For  the  most  partP 
these  releases  are  limited  to  special  campaigns,   such  as  the  Food  and  Feed  Grain 
campaign,  or  the  ruf-il  Building  Improvement  campaign  carried  on  last  yearte,c 
together  with  announcements  of  lamb  feeding  days,;  etc ... .However ,  we  are  now 
developing  a  method  of  establishing  contact  with  all  county  agent  offices  through 
a  simple  form  that  can  be  filled  out  and  mailed  by  the  office  girl  once  each 
week"  (to  us  to  screen)  "and  send  out  to  the  radio  station  the  meetings  of  county 
agents  and  specialists  of  the  state  that  we  feel  will  be  of  interest  to  any  of 
our  small  radio  ststions." 

C,  R.  Elder,  Iowa  —  "Our  syndicated  Farm  Flash  service  attempts  to  give  a 
farm  calendar  of  extension  meetings  being  held  throughout  the  state  and  who  the 
specialists  will  be.     Our  RFD's  watch  this  very  closely,  not  only  for  news  events 
but  to  follow  the  specialists.     Very  often,  they  get  in  touch  with  the  specialists 
direct  at  the  meetings. 

"Many  of  our  specialists  make  a  s  p  s  c  i  a  1  point  of  contacting  the  RFD  when  he 
is  in  their  territory.     This  results  in  many  program  originations.  Oftentimes, 
the  RFD  will  put  an  interview  on  wax  for  a  subsequent  program  or  if  convenient 
may  work  the  specialist  into  a  live  program. 

"In  the  event  of  some  special  program  which  we  are  pushing,  we  write  a  per- 
sonal letter  to  the  RFD  informing  him  that  such  and  such  a  specialist  will  be  in 
his  town- at  .such  and  such  a  time  and  suggesting  that  the  two  of  them  get  together, 
A  copy  of  this  letter  also  goes  to  the  specialist,-   As  a  means  of  keeping  us  in- 
formed, we  receive  a  copy  of  the  booking  sheets  for  each  of  the  specialists  as 
they  are  booked  into  a  county.     This  gives  us  a  pretty  good  idea  where  our  specia- 
lists are  going  to  be.     In  addition  we  furnish  to  the  county  offices  postcards 
which  can  be  filled,  out  end  returned  to  us  advising  us  of  any  meetings  that  are 
to  be  held  in  their  particular  county,     This  works  very  well,  particularly  on 
4-H  event  s. " 

Sam  Carson,  Tenn.  --  "I  find  it  more  advantageous  to  write  directly  to  the 
RFD  about  specialists'  travel.     This  procedure  might  be  called  the  result  of 
evolution,  for  specialists,  contact  me  as  a  rule  here  at  the  Nashville  office, 
when  they  w  ant  help  from  RFD's, " 

Cal  Anderson,  Wr sh.  —  "We  attempt  to  keep  these  people  notified  insofar  as 
possible  when  members  of  our  staff  are  visiting  their  town.     However,   I  think  the 
most  effective  way  is  to  start  with  the  specialists  themselves  and  have  them  call 
the  ..radio  station  whenever  they  go  through.    We  are  beginning  to  get  considerable 
percentage  of  our  specialist  staff  in  the  frame  of  mind  where,  they  will  coll  the 
major  stations  whenever  they  are  in  the  area," 


L.  L.  Longsdorf,  Kans ,        "We  follow  quite  an  extensive  plan  of  sending  in- 
vitation's" to"  our  cooperating  RFD's  to  come  to"  the  central  office  to  make  tran- 
scriptions and  participate-  in  our  extensively  planned  programs ... .The se  are  all 
personal  invitations ....  .We  find  the  only  practical  way  to  handle  such  information 
is  by  personal  interview  with  our  specialists  and  by  rechecking  the  dates  each 
week,  correcting  schedule  changes." 

J.  W,  Scheel,  Ore.  --  "Originally,,  we  wrote  letters  at  intervals  to  these 
farm  "program  men,  giving  them  background  on  programs  in  the  making. ., ,and  we  will 
continue  to  do  this  from  time  to  time  as  necessary.     However,  we  have  found  that 
in  many  cases  we  can  do  the  job  just  as  well  and  with  less  work  by  providing  the 
radio  people  with  copies  of  material  prepared  for  other  purposes ... .All  the  RFD's 
are  on  the  mailing  list  for  our  Oregon  Farm  Calendar  and  this  keeps  them  alerted 
concerning  coming  events  which  they  may  wish  to  publicize  or  oover." 

We  * II  have  further  reports  of  this  type  in  a  later  issue.     Meanwhile,  we'd 
welcome  additional  ideas  from  RFD's  and  State  editors  and  radio  men  about  ser- 
vices to  RFD's. 


Transcription  on  Frrm  and  Home  Electricity 

REA's  Information  Service  has  just  completed  a  4-part  radio  transcription  on 
effective  use  of  electric  power  on  the  farm  and  in  the  home.     It  includes  about 
5  minutes  each  on: 

A  Water  System  for  Your  Farm,  Earl  Arnold 
Electric  Hay  Drying,  Daniel  Teare 
Cooking  on  your  Electric  Range,  Louisan  Mamer 
Lighting  Facts,  Louisan  Mamer. 

This  transcription  is  being  distributed  to  REA  co-ops.     Check  with  the  manag- 
er of  your  nearest  REA-financed  co-op.     If  he  doesn't  have  the  transcription, 
he'll  order  it  for  you.     If  you  have  no  co-op  near  you,  write  to  Information 
Services  Division,  REA,  USDA,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

The  transcription  is  16-inch,  33  RPM. 

The  supply  is  limited,   so  it'll  help  to  put  in  your  order  early. 

4-H  Events  Coming  Up  • 
Hero's  word  cbout  three  4-H  Club  events  coming  up:. 

Rural  Life  Sunday  --  which  will  be  observed  May  2,  or  some  later  date  as  de- 
cided upon  by  the  county  4-H  Club  council,  or  agents.     Plans  include  church  ser- 
vices which  will  highlight  what-4-H  members  are  doing  to  improve . their  communities. 

National  4-H  Club  Camp  --  in  Washington,  D.  C..f  June  16-23.     Some  States  al- 
ready have  picked  their  delegates. 

Regional  4-H  Camp  for  Negro  Boys  and  Girls.  --  Aug.  24-31  at  Southern  Uni- 
versity, Baton  Rouge,  La,     This  is  the  first  camp  of  its  kind. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


The  Youngest  RFD(?) 

From  WRBA  at  North  Greenbush,  N.  Y.,  the  owner  and  manager  writes  us  on  his 
own  printed  letterhead,  for  our  RFD  Letter  and  other  pertinent  material.  Says 
he,  "YJithout  this  information  being  supplied  our  farm  director,  I  donTt  believe 
the  WRBA  Farm  Paper  of  the  Air  would  be  much  of  a  success.    We  have  about  7  or  8 
families  for  regular  listeners ..... I  am  only  thirteen  years  old  and  working  with 
me  at  this   'hobby1  I  have  several  other  boys  and  girls,"     Station  power:     35  watts, 

A  TV  Starlet  is  Born 

And  while  we're  on  youthful  talent,  comes  yesterday  a  printed  brochure, 
"Announcing  the  debut  of  a  dainty,  new  Television  Starlet"--Mary  Frances  Plambeck. 
Heading  an  imposing  list  of  WHO  production  and  program  staff  members  for  this 
star  of  tomorrow  are  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Herb  Plambeck,  as  producers. 

CBS  Battle  of  the  Governors 


Don  Lerch  of  CBS  Country  Journal  is  back  from  the  Maple  Syrup  Festival  at 
Chardon,  Ohio  (10,000  attendance)  where  he  and  WKBN's  "Stu"  Wilson  duped  Gover- 
nors Herbert  of  Ohio  and  Gibson  of  Vermont  into  endorsement  of  maple  syrup  from 

each  other's  State.,     Maybe  "duped"  isn't  the  word  anyway,  they  resorted  to  the 

blindfold  test.     Each  Governor  got  a  gallon  of  syrup  from  the  other  Governor's 
State,  which  he  had  to  agree  to  serve  when  he  returned  home.  -. 

Home  Demonstration  Week  on  the  Air 


Radio  will  observe  Home  Demonstration  Week  (May  2-8)  with  programs  on  CBS 
Country  Journal,  May  1  at  2:30  p.m.  EST... RFD  America  over  Mutual  Network,  May  6 
at  9:30  p.m.  EST... and  NBC's  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  at  1  p.m.  EST,  May  8. 


Enclosures : 

The  Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 
FAO  Progress  Report 

The  World  Food  &  Agriculture  Situation  &  Prospects 
Poster    on  Kill  Rats 


Sincerely, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


{ 
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FAO  (The  World  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization)  announced  this  week"  that  it 
had  selected -Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture  NorriS'E,  Dodd  as  its  new  Director- 
General  to  succeed  Sir  John, Boyd : Grr .     The  selection  was  by  acclamation.     FAO  said 
the  new  Director-General  will  take  office  within  a  few  weeks,  and  that  his  appoint- 
ment  runs  through  the  close  of  the  1950  session  of  the  FAO  conference,  and  is  re- 
newable at  that  time.   

f  In  accepting  , the  post,  Dodd  said,  "Both  history  and  the  daily  newspaper  im- 
press upon  us  that  the  lack  of  secure  and  sufficient  food  supply  underlies  human 
suffering,  unrest,  disorder,  and  warfare,"    He  said  that  FAO,  through  its  food 
program,,  can  help  bring  order ,  •  decency,  and. peace  into  the  worlds" 

Ralph  S.  Trigg  was  named  Administrator  of  PMA,  and  President  of  CCC,  to  suc- 
ceed Jesse  B.  Gilmer  who  is  going  into  private  business,     Trigg  was  appointed  Asst. 
Admin,   of  PMA.  in  June,    '46,  following  12  years  with  the  New  Mexico.  State.. .Govern.--. . 
ment  and  the  Public  Administration  Service  of  Chicago, 

Final  Word  About  RFD  Meeting.  . 

If  you're  coming  to  the  RFD  meeting  here  April  27,  28,  and  29,  would  you 
check  the  list  on  p,   3  to  see  if  we  have  your  name  for  the  White  House  conference, 
and  otherwise?  —  -  

___We-now  '-know-  the' 'room  T.qtc.  ±tie:'Jope.n-i-n^  session  Tuesday  morning,  the.  27th i 
Room  '3711,  South  Building,  U.  S,  Dept.,  Agriculture 

Corner  14th  Street  and  -Independence  Avenue,..  ..  * 

We»d  like  to;  ur  ge  you  to- be  on  hand  in„.  37 11'  at-  9  a*m<,,  sharp, »,  .because  of  a 
tight  program  schedule,  and  Secretary  Anderson's  schedule. 


New  Consumer  Program  Coming  . 

USDA* s.  Of f ice  of .  Food-  arid'  Feed'  Conservation  has  -in  the  mill  a  new  consumer  

program  which  may  be  out  next  week.     It  deals  with  home  conservation,  industry., 
feeding  plans ,  cooperation:  of-.  retail_stpj-es...ih' pushing  plentiful  f.-jbds,  and  free- 
dom gardens  and  food  preservation.     The  aim  back  of  it  is  to  check  inflation,  pro- 
tect diets,  build  food  reserves,  and  aid  the  food  export  program. 
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Home  Demonstration  Week  Tips 

Here  are  themes  for  Home  Demonstration  Week,  May  2-8,  that  may  furnish  you 
leads  for  farm  show  features:     1)  Contributions  (direct  or  indirect)  of  HD  work  to 
successful  farming,  2)  effect  of  a  well  managed  and  regulated  household  on  the  * 
happiness  and  health  of  the  whole  family. # ,,and  high  morale,  3)  the  farmer's  wife 
is  his  best  partner,  4)  the  family  council  means  better  planning  and  better  farm- 
ing, and  5)  HD  work's  role  in  making  farm  family  living  attractive  and  interesting.  &| 


Marketing  Briefs 

PMA  reports  —  5  shiploads  of  wheat  moved  out  of  Texas  ports  for  France  <under 
the  new  ECA  program. ... a price  supports  for  flaxseed  to  be  announced  probably "he xt 
week. «...  and  discussions  this  week  with  the  peach  industry  of  needs  for  research 
under  RI.1A.  program  on  brown  rot,  methods  to  determine  maturity,  precooling  and  re- 
frigeration, and  containers  to  replace  bushel  baskets. 

Watch  for  Diet  Surveys 

"Note  on  p.  2  of  the  enclosure  the  cities  where  the  National  Diet  Survey  is  to 
be  made  sometime  between  now  and  the  end  of  Junee     A  representative  of  the  Bur?au 
of  Human  Nutrition  and  Home  Economics  will  get  in  touch  with  your  station.     The  aim 
is  to  estimate  potential  use  for  food,   as  basis  for  programs  to  expand  consumption 
of  farm  products. 

Farm  Bond  Drive 


A  new  Government  bond  drive  (Security  Loan  Campaign)  got  under  way  Thursday... 
with  a  goal  of  3-J--4  billion  dollars,  or  nearly  double  the  '47  sales.     Back  of  the 
drive  is  aim  to  check  inflation,  through  retiring  short-term  Government,  securities, 
and  curbing  spending.     See  enclosure. 


TJSBA  Official  Travel 


Charles  A.  Sheffield,  Ext.  Field  Agt.  —  Asheville,  N.C.,  April  21-24;  College 

Station,  Tex.,  Apr.  26-28;  Okla.  A&M,  Apr.  -29-May  1  and  5-8;  Mount  Petit  Jean, 
Ark, ,  May  3-5, 

Fred  Jans,  Ext.  Field  Agt5  —  La  Grande,  Ore,,  Apr.  -28-30.,  . 

Charle s ' Potter,  Ext.  Field  Agt.   --  State  College,  Pa.^  Apr,  .18-24. 

Mena  Hogan,  Ext.  Field  Agt.  College  Station,  Texas,  Apr.  2 5 -May  1;  Stillwater, 
Okla.,  May  2-6;  Petit  Jean,  Ark.,  May  7-14. 

Edward  W.  Aiton,  Ext.  4~H  —  Meriden,  Conn.,  for  older  youth  conference,  Apr.-  19; 
Boston  for  Eastern  States  4-H  round-up,  Apr.  20;  Durham,  ■•N»H. ,  Apr.  21. 


H;  W.  Hochbaum,  Ext.   Field  Coord,  —  Asheville,  N.C.,  Apr.  20-25, 


Attending  RFD  Meeting 


To  date  (Friday  afternoon)  we  have  received  notifications  from  57 .who  plan  to 
attend  the  RFD  meeting  here  in  Washington,  April  27,  28,  and  29.     And  we  have  ob- 
tained 7  additional  names  from  the  NARFD  Letter .     Making  a  total  of  64, 


Those,  who  have  notified  us  are; 

S*t»  B*  €chjp.eider 

Jim  Romine 

.  Frank  Atwood 

Lxnirood  Brofee 

John  Merrifield 

George  Round 

Homer  Martz- 

Hal  Tot ten 

Edd  Lemons 

John  McDonald 

Charles  Worcester 

Mai  Hansen 

Charles  Farrrer 

""                        1                "1*1            -r  ■  r          1  ~l 

Marshall  Wells 

Richard  Cech 

Paul  Visser 

Claire  Banister 

Bill  Drips 

C,  W.  Jackson 

Robert  B.  Child 

Don  Lerch 

Virginia  Tatum 

F.  P.  Taylor 

Cecil  D.  Herrell 

Phil  Alampi 

Milton  Bliss 

Roy  Battles 

Maynard  A,  Speece 

Larry  Haeg 

Frank  Cooley 

Ben  Werk 

Burnis  Arnold 

Ted  Leeper 

Murrell  Rapp 

Dorothy  Rapp 

Lane  Palmer 

Charles  L,  Brown 

George  Michael  • 

Jerry  Seaman 

George.  A.  VanHorn 

Phi-1  Evans 

Robert'.  H,  Rumler 

Charles  Eshbach 

Roger  Harrison  • 

Bill  Diamond 

Robert  B.  White 

Uieves  Diaz 

Miguel  E,  Lopez 

Joe  McQuay  ■•  « 

Herb  Plembeck 

TT              ~  "I  TT— . 

Howard  Hass 

Gordon  Loudon 

Lee  Hannify 

Dale  Williams 

Paul  Seabrook 

.  '  W.  M.  Harding 

Stanley  Flower 

Those  carried  in  the 

NARFD  Letter  from  whom  we 

(apparently)  do  not  hi 

il  word ,  include  : 

Tom  Page 

Layne  Beaty 

Arnie  Johnson 

Joe  Bier               ■  . 

Amos  Kir by 

Chri-s  Mack 

Gary- Wiegand 

We're  including  these 

names  on  the  White  House 

list. 

The  early  morning  of  A.pril  26  is  the  very  last  moment  for  notifying  us  if  you 
want  to  go  to  the  White  House  for  the  conference  with  President  Truman,     In  fact, 
we  have  to  ihav(4  an  alphabetical  list  (9  copies)  at  the  White  House  the  early  morn- 
ing of  the  26th.  '   So  if  any  others  (not  listed  above)  who  are  coming  could  let  us 
know  before  that  time,  it  would  help. 


If  we've  inadvertently  missed  anyone's  notification,  our  deep  apologies- — 
and  would  you  try  us  just  once  more  ? 

Testimony  on  Senate  Bill  2318 

Monday  of  this  week  (Apr,  12)  Secretary  Anderson  testified  before  the  Senate 
Agriculture  Committee  on  Senate  Bill  2318,  which  is  "a  Bill  to  provide  for  a  co- 
ordinated agricultural  program."    The  testimony  deals  with  proposals  for  reorgani- 
zation of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  price  supports,  and  other  matters.  We'll 
be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  testimony  upon  request. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 


Tonkin's  Tape.  News 


From  the'  far  stretches  of  the  West,  our  roving  Joe  Tonkin  tells  us  that  Ex-  » 
tension  Editor  John  Stewart  of  Utah  (like  Editor  Archie  Harney  of  Idaho)  is  ser- 
vicing radio  stations  by  tape.     Most  of  the  stations  use  the  tape  direct,  without 
dubbing.     Extension  Director  Owens  says  the  tape  is  saving  them  hundreds  of  dollars  * 
a  year  in  t  ravel  -funds  .  -'    *  ,• 

And  Joe  reports  that  a  half  hour  farm  show  is  being  fed  out  of  Bozeman,  Mont., 
to  the  "XL1'  Network  {Pacific  Northwest  Broadcasters).     It  includes  specialists, 
etc.,  and  5  minute  local  cut-ins  by  county  Extension  agents,  with  sentiment  for 
servicing  the  cut-ins  with  tape. 

*  * 

RFD  Changes 

A  few  recent  RFD  changes  that  have  come  to  our  attention  include:     Don  Peach 
takes  the  place'  of  the  late  Hal  Rennollet  at  KOA,  Denver;  Roger  Harrison'  succeeds 
Paul  Visser  at  WBZ,  Boston;  Bob  Child  leaves  WGY  to  become  director  of  service 
programs  for  the  .Rural  Radio  Network  in  Now  York,  with  headquarters  at  Ithaca; 
Al  Bauer,  former  Asst..  .County  Agent,  is  RFD  at  KALE  in  Portland,  to  succeed  Burton 
Hutton  who  Went  with  Oregon  Extension;  Leonard  He'ghauer ,  retired  agronomist  who 
did  radio  work  at  KWSC  at  Pullman,  Wash*',  is  with  KNEW  in  Spokane. 

Our  revised  lilgft  of  RFD'c  will  be  mailed  you  soon.  ■ 


An  Invite  From  "Down  Under" 


Honorary  RFD  John  Douglass  of  Australia  files  a  colorful  report  of  the  Royal 
Easter  Show  in  Sydney. .-.  .with  its  one  million  plus  visitors ....  14  hundred  horses 
in  the  Grand  Parade ... .etc .     He  invites  visitors  from  U.   S.  another  year... '.and 
also  commends  to  you  the  Melbourne  Royal  Show  to  be  held  in  the  Queen  City  of  the 
South  Sept.  23-0ct.  2.        .  ' 


n'HR 


<  0 


Enc losur es : 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


Security  Loan  Campaign  Leaflet 

Press  Release  -  Nat  *  1  Survey  of  Home  ^ood  Consumption 
FAO  Council  Bulletin     '  '• -'  "  • 
FAO'  Second  Session 


Reserve 


7.  T>£wetv» 


From  the:    .  **** 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

Greetings  to  Visiting  RFD*  s 


RADIO  SERVICE 


April  23,  1948 


This  is  just  to  say  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is-  looking  forward  to 
the  visit  next  week  of  about  75  RFD's  and  others-for  their  second  annuel  (we  hope) 
visit  here.     As  for  the  rest  of  you,  we  only  wish  you  could  be  here,  too.     But,  in 
lieu  of  that,  we'll  try  to  fill  you  in  on  developments  in  next  week's  RFD  Letter. 


May  1  Is  Child  Health  Day 

The  President  has  proclaimed  Fay  1  as  Child  Health  Day,  '"In  his  proclamation, 
he  recommended  that  .practical  plans  be   developed  to-  obtain  thorough  medical  and 
dental  examination  and  treatment  for  ev:ry  child  entering-  school  for  the  first  time 
this  fall.  •    , * 


Egg  Prices  Continue  Favorable 

■  •  >•  •• 

In  commenting  on  the  possibility  cf  egg  price  support  buying  this  spring,  PMA 
poultry  officials  say  that  price  trends   so  far  in  April  hove  been  satisfactory  and 
may  show  a  national  average  of  97%  of  uarity  at  the  end  of  the  month.     If  this 
proves  true,  farm  prices  of  eggs  for  the  first  4  months  of  '48  will  have  averaged 

nearly  92%  of  parity.,.  3a  position  mace  safer  by.  producer  cut-backs  in  chickens   ._ 

raised  on  farms  this  year,  which  will  mean  smaller "oUTput  Of  eggs  next  fall, 

A  special  hrtchery  report  for  April  reflected  the  same  general  trend  as  indi- 
cated by  the  regular  mid-month  report ... „namely,  reduction,  with  eggs  set  Apr.  1— If 
running  about  14%  below  same  period  a  year  ago.     Chicks  booked  for  Fay  and  June 
delivery  are.  about  36%  below  the  same  date  a  year  .ago. 

New  Food  Conservation  Program  *  . 

The  new  consumer  food  conservation  program. was  .announced  this  week  (Apr.  21) 
about  as  we  gave  it  to  you  last  week. 

It  includes  1)  a  point-by-point  program  for  buying  and  preparing  food  in  the 
home,  as  reflected  in  the  new  cook  book,   11  Foney- Saving  Main  Dishes,"  2)  steps  to 
•.  save  food  in  public  eating  places,  3)  .emphasis  on  plentiful  foods  by  foodstores,.- 
and  4)  continued  emphasis  on  gardening  and  home  food  preservation. 
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FAQ  Council  Highlights 

The  FAO  Council  adjourned  Saturday ... ewith  decision  to  hold  the  fourth  annual 
meeting  of  the  FAO  Conference  here  in  Washington  Nov.  15.  The  three  previous  con- 
ferences  were  held  in  Quebec,  Copenhagen,  and  Geneva. 

General  feeling  here  at  the  Council  meeting  was  that  it  would  take  more  than 
one  year  of  bumper  crops  to  solve  the  world  food  crisis. 

A  major  development  in  the  Council  meeting  just  concluded  was  a  thorough  dis- 
cussion of  regional  offices  and  activities  for  FAO.     At  the  Geneva  conference,  a 
resolution  authorized  the  Director  General  to  make  plans  for  regional  offices  in 
the  main  regions,  especially  Latin  America,  Middle  East,  Far  East,  and  Europe.  As 
money  becomes  available,  regional  offices  would  be  set  up  as  a  common  meeting  place 
to  discuss  problems  peculiar  to  the  region5  and  plan  programs.     For  example,  in  the 
Middle  East,  several  countries  want  a  program  to  control  locusts.     Having  agreed 
on  a  program  of  control,  they  might  pool  funds,  with  FAO  providing  technical  ex- 
perts and  a  central  office  and  communications. 

The  Council  also  agreed  that  the  International  Emergency  Food  Committee  should 
be  continued,  and  recommended  programs  to  roduce  livestock  diseases  and  crop  pests. 

Changes  in  Dairying 

Any  of  you  interested  in  dairying  will  find  in  a  new  BAE  report  a  story  of 
significant  changes  going  on  in  the  dairy  business;     cows  setting  new  high  records 
of  5,000  lbs.  of  milk  and  199  lbs.  of  butterfat  in  '47 «.  .  . » f ewe st  cows  on  farms 
since  *40. ...  slowing  down  (and  in  some  areas  reversal)  of  trend  in  shift  of  past 
few  years  from  farm  skimming  to  sale  of  whole  milk.     To  mention  only  a  few  points. 

This  report        "Farm  Production,  Disposition,  and  Income  from  "ilk,  1946-47"-- 
gives  the  figures  on  those  and  other  facts  by  States.    We'll  be  glad  to  send  you 
a  copy. 

State  Travel  Dope  for  RFD*  s 

To  the   story  in  the  Apr,  9  RFD  Letter  on  how  State  Extension  Editors  service 
RFD's,  we  add  this  word  from  Rex  Brown,  Director  of  Information  for  Colorado  A&Ms 

"We  don't  try  to  send  out  copies  of  the  Specialists1   (travel)  schedules  be- 
cause we  found  out  that  that  is  such  a  long  detailed  statement  the  radio  f:lks 
ordinarily  won't  pay  too  much  attention  to  it."     Rex  explains  that  they  write  per- 
sonal letters  to  RFD's.     And  he  adds  that,  "We've  also  found  the  specialists  to  be 
very  helpful  because  they  will  stop  in  at  the  radio  stations  very  often,  or  will 
suggest  to  the  county  agent,  when  they  are  making  arrangements  for  the  trip,  that 
a  radio  program  can  be  arranged  on  the  local  radio  station." 

Outlook  for  Poultrymen  (For  April  27  Release) 

In  the  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  (Apr.  27),  BAE  says  if  farmere  carry  out  thair 

intentions  to  plant  feed  grains,  and  if  yield,s  are  about  average,  the  relation  be- 
tween egg  and  feed  prices  in  the  last  half  of  '48  will  be  more  favorable  to  pro- 
ducers than  in  the  last  half  of  '47. 


Contact  Points  for  Australian  Farmers 


•  The  party  of  Australian  farmers-  who  are  touring  the  United'  States  and  Canada 
landed  in  San  Francisco  last  week.     Our  first  message  from  them  still  does  not  in- 
clude a  detailed  itinerary.     But  we'll  give  you  the  points  of  contact  that  our" - 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  has  alerted  in  various  States,  picking  up 
where  we  left  off  in  the  Apr.  9  RFD  Letter. 

Extension  Directors :     Utah,  Colorado,  Nebraska,  Iowa,  Illinois,  Minnesota, 
Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 

PMA  contacts  include-:     State  chairman  in  Salt  Lake  City;  H.  R.  Keller  in 
charge  of  Federal  Center  in  Denver;  H.  E«  Nelson  in  charge  Grain  Exchange  Building 
Omaha ;  State  chairman  in  D»s  Moines ;  T,  H.  Anderson,  Budget  and  Management  Officer 
623  South  Wabash  Avenue,  Chicago;  State  chairman  in  St,   Paul;  State  chairman  in 
Boston ;  Robert  Hanson,  Budget  and  Management  Of fic er7"~139  Centre  St,.,  New  York. 

See  p.  4  our  Apr*  9  RFD  Letter  for  information  about  party,  1 

USDA  BROADCASTS  (TIME  GIVEN  IS  EASTERN  STANDARD) 
Saturday,  May  1 

ABC  American  Farmer,  USDA  news  — 12:30  p.m.  •. 
NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  news--l:00  p.m. 
CBS  Country  Journal,  Home  Demonstration  Week--2 :30  p.m. 

Saturday,  May  8 

ABC  American  Farmer,  USDA  news--12  :30  p.mc 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,   (1)  USDA  news;   (2)  Home  Demonstration  Week 
from  Cleveland — 1:00  p.m. 

USDA  Official  Travel 

J,  Roy  Allgyer,  Asst.  to  Admin.  Research  &  Mrkt.  Act  —  New  Orleans,  May  28  for 
Rice  Millers'  Association  meeting, 

Fred  Jans,  Ext,  Field  Agt,  —  Corvallis,  May  1-6;  Spokane  for  Ext,  Conf.,  9;  Pull- 
man, 9-13;  Moscow,  13-15;  Pocatello,   16-18;  Laramie,   19-20;  Ft.  Collins,  20-22. 


Gertrude  Warren,  4-H  Club  --  New  York  City,  Aprf  26-27,  for  meeting  of  Youth  Serv 
ing  Agenc  ies .  • 

Florence  Hall,  Ext.  Field  Agt.  --  State  College,   Pa.,  Apr.  25-28. 

C..  .0..  Bratley,  Asst.  to  .Admin,  of  Research  &  Mrkt.  Act  —  Gainesville ,  Fla,  Apr, 
27,... and  Winterhaven,  Apr.  29. ...for  meeting  and  tour  of  Southern  Expt.  Station 
Directors.     Contact :     Director  Mowry  of  Expt.  Station  at  Gainesville, 
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Farming  Over  the  Long  Pull 

One  of  the  best  recent  "look-aheads"  on  U.S.  farming  is  the  report  on  "Long- 
Range  Agricultural  Policy"  issued  this  yreek  by  the  House  Committee  on  Agriculture. 
USDA's  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  made 'the   study  on  which  the  report  is 
based*  ;  •  .-  f  .  •■  . 

The  underlying  theme  in  the  report  is  reflected  in,  "Even  allowing  for  some 
slackening  ; of,  business,  as  well  as  a  reduction  in  foreign  demand,  the  outlook  for 
American  farm  products  is  relatively  good  for  the  next  few  years.".  u 

The  report  says  U.S.  population  will  continue  to  increase  until  1975 — that 
this  is  one  of  most  important  single  influences  in  increasing'domestic  demand  for 
farm  products  over  the  next  three  decade s. 

.  •-.  ■  A  72-page  printed  report. 

Suggest  you .request  it  from  the  House  Committee  oh  Agriculture,  or  your  own 
Congressman. 

e 

How  to  Save  Food  Money 


You  might  try  out  the  enclosed  money-saving  cook  book  on  your  wife.     And  if 
she,  with  her  typical  budget-wise  .sagacity,  -reacts  like  .some  wives  around  our 
parts,  maybe  you'll  want  to  call -the  book  to  the  attention  of  your  listeners,  or 
to  the  home -making  member  of  your  station  staff. 

This  book  -with  its  150  tested  recipies  for  money-saving  dishes-  represents 

a  positive  approach  to  the  accelerated  compaign  to  hold  down  consumer  food  prices, 
and  provide  food  for  foreign  reli ef  .nee ds . 

You  can  offer  this  publication  for  free  distribution. 

We  can  send  you  a  bulk  supply  of  this  cookbook  for  you  to  mail  out  to  your 
listeners  requesting  it. 

Or,  if  you  want  your  listeners  to  write  direct  to  Washington^  tell  them  to 
use  a  penny  postcard.     For  this  particular  publication,  tell  them  all "the  address 
they  need  is  "Food  Conservation,  Washington  25,  D.  C."    And  merely  put  their  own 
name  :and  .address  on -the  reverse  .  si-de  of  the  card,'   They  don't  need  to  mention  the 
name  of  the  publication;  the  .address  serves  as  a  code  for  the  publication. 

Farm  Home  Electrical  Appliances 


From  a  sampling  survey,,  3AE  .reports  the  following  percentages  -of  farm  families 
have  the  following  types  of  electrieal  appliances:     38  electric  refrigerators..,. 
2.7  electric-pov/ered  water  systems ....  25  vacuum  cleaners ....  12  electric  ranges..-.. 
10  electric  hot  water  heaters ....  and  7  electric  sewing  machine  s.'  

We're  enclosing  the  summary  of  the  survey,  with  percentages  by  States.  You 
and  other  folks  at  the  station  may  be  interested. 
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Farm  Real  Estate  Hits   '20  Peak 

After  months  of  inching  up  and  up,  farm  real  estate  values  have  finally  hit  •• 
the  all -time  peak  reached  during  the  land  boom  following  World  War  I, 

In  its  April  20  report,  BAE  reports  that  land  values  in  the  year  ended  Man.  1 

increased  7%.., .the  smallest  increase  in  any  year  since   }42..    But  in  32  . States, 

they  are  alrerdy  higher  than  in  T20,  and  in  5  out  of  9  geographic  regions  they  are 
more  than  double  pre-war. 

Values  have  climbed  most  in  the  last  year  in  wheat  and  range  livestock  areas, 
and  areas  affected  by  industrial  or  urban  development".     They  dropped  off  during 
the  past  year  in  California  and  Florida  because  of  lower  prices  for  citrus  and 
other  fruits. e . .and. also  dropped  in  Louisiana. 

Note  enclosed  BAE  real  estate  report,  giving  the  story  by  States. 


Buy  or  Rent  a  Farm? 

BAE  economists  think  its  bet'ter  judgment  for  those  with  limited  capital  to  . 
buy  livestock  and  equipment  and  run  a  rented  farm,  rather  than  go  heavily  into 
debt  to  buy  land  at  present  prices.     Those  who  do  buy  land  should  consider  the  ad- 
vontages  of  making  heavy  cash  down  payments  and  reducing  their  debts  as  rapidly 
as  practicable  while  farm  incomes  are  good. 

This  is  the  conclusion  in,  "The  Farm  Real  Estate  Situation,   1946-47" , e ,. just 
issued  by  BAE.     38  pages  =     It's  Circular  780,    We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy. 

Stories  From  Your  Watershed 


Conservation  to  many  city  people  is  something  they  have  read  about  that  may- 
affect  them  in  some  far-away  time.     But  when  the  water  deportment  of  their  city 
tells  them  that  they  can  have  only  so  much  water  city  people  begin  to  appreciate 
what  one  feature  of  conservation  is,  - 

Cities  all  over. the   country  have  taken  steps  to  insure  their  water  supplies. 
Lately  a  machine  tree-planting  demonstration  was  held  on  part  of  the  Washington^ 
D,  C,  watershed;  Carson  City,  Nevada,  acquired  two  large  ranches  on  its  watershed. 
Other  cities  which  are  doing  something  which  occurred  offhand  to  Forest  Service 
officials  are  Greenville,  South  Carolina;  Seattle,  where  the-  timber  on  the-water- 
shed  Is  being  cut  selectively;  Ft,  Smith,  Arkansas,  which  has  acquired  its  own 
watershed.  . 

If  youTll.  start  at  the  tap  and  trace  the  water  back  to  its  source  in  your 

community  you'll  probably  dig  up  the  material  for  more  than  one  story.     You  can 

get  an  idea  of  what  farmers  are  doing  to  prevent  erosion  oh  the  watershed  by  check 

ing  with  the  ACP  committee  or  Forest  Service,  All  of  this  will  show  how  important 
conservotion  is  to  your  city  listeners  too. 
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New  Publications   :  -  -  •' — -~  •'— 

"Your  Farmhouse  —  Insulation  and  Weathe rproof ing"  — is  a  high-class,  essentially 
visual  presentation"     16  pages,.-    Mi  s  c ,  '  Pub ,  633 . 

"Decay  and  Termite  Damage  in  Houses"  --'is  well-illustrated  with' pictures  of  dam- 
age and  .protective  construction. "■■  Farmers  Bulletin  1993.' 

"New  Insecticides  for  Grasshopper  Control"  --  says  chlordane  and  chlorinated  cam- 
phene  are  most  effective  when  applied  to  succulent  vegetation  where  grasshoppers 
are. feeding  heavily.     6-page,  pocket-size  folder.  EC-1. 

"Peanut  and  Peanut  Butter  Recipes"  -r  covers  everything  from  peanut -meet-  loaf  to- 
pe anut  pie.     16-page,  pocket-size  fo-lder.  AIS-68, 

"Brucellosis_  of  Swine"        covers  the  subject  from  cause-  to  treatment ,  prevention, 
and  control. . ..winding  up  with  discussion  of  public  health  aspects. 

"Production  of  Disease-Free  Seed  Potatoes"  --  takes  up  the  major-diseasesywith 
pictures  of  symptoms  on  both  tuber s  -and  vine s ... .and  gives  recommended  control. 
Circular- 764.  "  •     ••   r    •  '-  . 

"New  Muscadine  Grapes"  --  The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  is  introducing  15  selections 
for  planting  in  home  collections  and  for  commercial  planting  in  the  Southern  States, 
Makes  available  for  first  time  perfect-flowered  varieties  which  produce  fruit  when 
planted  with  no  male  vines  in  vicinity ...» and  which  make  vineyards  more  productive. 
Circular  769. 

"Whe  at  -Product-!  on,  Farm  Disposition,  and  Value  by  States,  1909-33"  —  Straight 
statistic  s  e  ^  ..- 

"Chickens  and  Eggs  1946-1947,  and  Chickens  on  Farms,   January  1,  1947-1948" 
Includes  farm  production,  di sposition,  cash  receipts,  and  gross  income.  .  Straight 
statistics. 

"2,4-D  in  Weed  Control  in  the  Upper  Mississippi  Valley  Area"  —  14~page  mimeograph. 
Notes    We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  individual  copies  of  the  foregoing  upon  request- 

Wool  Situation  -Report  .  .  ... 

BAE  says  the  U.S.  is  likely  to  produce  about  240:  million  pounds  of  wool  this ' 
year,.,, or  13  million  below  •  T47. .. ,and  the  smallest  clip  since  '24.     And  pulled 
wool  output  is  likely  to  be  moderately  below  '47.     This  low  wool  production  co- 
incided with  a  decline' in  sheep  numbers  for  the  sixth  straight  year,  with  flocks.  ... 
the  lowest  in,  82  years.  .  ■   ,.  .  ?  ■ 

The  economists  say  the  downward  trend  in  flocks  is  being  checked. in  some.  Wes- 
tern States.     But  prices  of  wool  and  lambs  do  not  favor  an  increase  in  sheep  num- 
bers in  areas  where  they  compete  with  cattle  and  other  livestock. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 
Latest  TV  Tally 


Here's  hov.r  it  is  with  this  fast-growing  infant  television. 

As  of  yesterday,  FCC  reports  22  television  stations  in  operation  (including 
WTVR  in  Richmond,  Va.,  which  went  on  the  air  yesterday.     86  permits  have-  been 
granted.     209  applications  pending. 

From  Broadcasting  (Apr.  19),  we  get  this  line-up  on  TV  receivers  in  service 
in  February: 


Number  of  Video  Receivers 


City 


Total  Receivers 


In  Homes 

In  Public  Places 

Los  Angeles 

14,000 

2,000 

16,000 

Washington 

8,000 

1,000 

9,000 

Chicago 

12,300 

3,700 

16,000 

Ealt imore 

4,000 

1,000 

•    •  5,000 

Detroit 

5,100 

1,600 

6,700 

St.  Louis 

3,900 

1,300 

5,200 

New  York 

135,000 

15,000 

150,000 

Schenectady 

1,450 

450 

1,900 

Philadelphia 

23,000 

3,000 

26,000 

Milwaukee 

1,275 

425 

1,700 

237,500 

Merrifield  New  TV  Chairman 


NARFD  President  Chuck  Worcester  of  WMT,  Cedar  Rapids,   reports  in  the. April 
NARFD  Letter  that  John  Merrifield  of  WWJ,  Detroit,  is  new  chairman  of  the  RFD 
television  committee.     He  replaces  Bob  Child;  formerly  of  WGY,  Schenectady,  who 
is  now  with  the  New  York  RiirSl  Radio  Network, 


State  RFD  Sessions 

In  the  same  issue,  Chuck  comments  on  the  sessions  for  RFDTs  during  March  at 
Lubbock,  Texas,  and  at  Purdue,  Indiana.     He  says,  "I  doubt,. .if  there  is  any  par- 
ticular meeting  more  valuable  to  the  RFD  in  his  work  than  such  meetings  in  small 
groups dealing  wit h  immediate  local  matters as  those  just  held  in  Lubbock 
and  Lafayette.    We  should  have  more  of  them." 

Older  Youth  Listen  to  Radio 


Extension  Editor  Bill  Ward  of  New  York  reports  to  Federal  Extensien  a  summary 
of  an  older  youth  survey  conducted  by  the  sampling  method  ,  in  Delaware  County,  N.Y., 
last  year.     Farm  radio  programs  were  the  most  common  contact  the  young  farmers  re- 
ported*    The  percentages  of  these  folks  reached  by  various  methods  were  as  follows j 
radio,  66%;  bulletins,  47%;  Farm  and  Home  Bureau  News,  40%;  meetings,  31%;  and 
farm  visits,  19%. 


AMONG      OURSELVES  (Cont'd) 


Extension  Editor  Advisory  Committee 


Tom  Gildersleeve,   president  of  the  Associ-tion  of  Agriculture  1 ' Editors,  and 
Les  Schlup  of  Federal  Extension,  have  announced  the  Extension  Editor  Advisory  Com- 
mittee v/hich  will  come  .here  May  17-21  to  counsel  on  USLAt Extension  services  to  the 
States.     Those  of  you  who  have  the  chance  may  want  to  talk  a. little  radio  :with 
committee  members  before  they  come  in.     The  committee  includes: 

■.      Candace  Hurley  of  Iowa;  Cal  Anderson  of  .Washington ;  Jack  S  pave  n  of  Vermont; 
0,  B5  Copeland  of  Georgia;  Bill  Ward  of  New  York;  Earl  Richardson  of  Michigan; 
J-::ck  Schinagl  of  Wyoming;  Francis  Robinson  of  New  Hampshire. 

Bliss  Goes  to  Korea 


RFD  Milton  Bliss  of  WHA  in  Madison  cancels  out  his  Washington  and  Columbus 
plans  with  word  that  he's  taking  a  year's  leave  of  absence  to  serve  with  the  mili*- 
tarv  government  in  Korea  as  an  .advisor  in  the  agricultural  education  system.'  He's 
already  sa&I*d . 

Givens  Rebuts  at  WGY 


Bob  Child  farewells  from  WGY  in  Schenectady  .with  announcement  that  George 
William  .Givens  (Bill,  to  you)  succeeds  him.     Bill  started  in  rndio  at  WENY  in  El 
mira  TO  ^year's  ago..,. then  to  WHCU,  Ithaca t ...  later  WSYR,  Syracuse „ c .. and  since 
November  at  WGY, 


Ga-pen  and  Noono.-in  New  York-  *        .  l-  •- •  .      •  •■  '     '  .,  ■ 

Ken  Gapon-  and  our  new  TV  man,  Tom  No-one,  -are  in  New  .York  attending  the  re- 
gional meeting  of  agricultural  editors  and  RFD' s . .- „  ,and  doing;  a  little,  checking 
around  TV-wise. 


Cordially, 


Dana  D.  Reynolds 
In  Charge  of  Operations  .  .  . 
Radio  Service 


Enclosures : 


Fact  Sheet  No.  4  -  Nat'l  Home  Demonstration  Y«reek 
AID- 6 9.  -  Money- Saving -Main  Dishes. 
BAE  Statistical-  Summary  .  •' ■  .-• 

C.urr.ejrt  Developments  in  The  Farm  Real  Estate  Market 
Farm  Homes  Use  Wide  Variety  of  Electrical  Appliances 


I ',  7  /  T 
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From  the: 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


April  30,  1948 


RADIO  SERVICE 


Well,  the  Second  Annual  RFD  meeting  in  Washington  is  history,  and  most  of 
tho  boys  have  gone  on  to  Columbus  or  returned  to  their  stations  by  now.  It  was 
the  biggest  meeting  so  far,  in  point  of  attendance,  with  about  80  men  and  women 
checking  in.  We  understand  some  of  them  arrived  Sunday,  two  days  early,  and  we  en- 
joyed visits  with  many  on  Monday  when  they  came  by  the  office.  Our  gathering  took 
on  a  rather  cosmopolitan  flavor  this  year,  with  representatives  of  Pue-rto  Rico, 
Canada  and  South  Africa  among  those  present. 

We  think  about  the  best  indication  of  the  interest  the  gang  had  was  the  fact 
that  most  all  the  seats  were  taken  for  the  opening  morning  session  over  in  the 
South  Building.     Orvis  Wells  was  scheduled  to  give  an  expert  glimpse  into  the  fu- 
ture of  agriculture,  and  you  had  to  really  look  to  find  a  seat.     Two  of  the  high- 
lights of  the  meeting  were  also  scheduled  for  that  day    the  address  by  Secretary 

Anderson,,  and  the  trip  to  the  White  House  e     At  Mr,  Anderson1  s  request,  we  had  a 
recess  right  after  his  talk,   so  that  he  could  shake  hands  with  old  friends  and  meet 
new  ones,     E,  A,   (Woody)  Meyer  told  the   story  of  the  Research  and •  Marketing  Act  so 
well  that  I  didn't  have  much  time  for  my  dissertation  on  Television.,     Then  came  the 
trip  to  the  White  House,  where  the  Secretary  and  Keith  Himebaugh  introduced 'the 
group  to  Mi%   Truman,     During  a  discussion  of  farm  information  work,  the-RFD's  '"- 
learned  that  the  '  President ,  himself ,  is  a  farm  program  fan!     The  one.  he  hears-' is 
on  at  5 i 30  acm. I 

The  trip  to  Beltsville  on  Wednesday  was  somewhat  dampened  by  dismal  weather.,, 
in  spite  of  the  best  that  "Chick"  Carney  of  the  Weather  Bureau  could  do.     The  boys 
got  quite  a  kick  out  of  blaming- the  dampness  and  cold  on  Chick,  who  promises  that 
he  will  "go  right  down  the  middle"  on  the  next  meeting; .....  La  st  year,  you*  11  recall, 
we  got  a  scorcher  for  the  Beltsville  trip*     But,  in  spite  of  the  weather,  the 
specialists  did  an  admirable  job  of  bringing  the  program  indoors,  and  the  weather 
let  up  long  enough  for  us  to  get  but  to  the  really  important  places. 

Thursday's  program  was  back -here  at  the  Department,  and  some  good  question- 
answer  sessions  on  time  topics  kept  the  meeting  about  45  minutes  overtime,     A  full 
schedule  of  complimentary  meals  and  programs  kept  the  social  side  of  the  meeting 
going,  and  you'll  be  getting  the  details  on  those  affairs  in  your  regular  NARFD 
letter,,     They :  arranged  that  part  of  the  program,  and  will  fill  you  in  on  it. 

We're  sorry  that  all  of  you  RFD's  couldn't  get  here  this  year^  but  we  were 
happy  to  see  that  so  many  could  come.     As  always,  we  were  happy  to  see  you,  and 
hope  that  you  found  your  time  well  spent.    We  hope  we'll  be  able  to  arrange  another 
meeting  next  year,  and  that  even  more  of  you  will  find  it  convenient  to  make  the 
trip.     In  the  meantime,  you  know  that  the  "latch  string"  is  out  whenever  you  are  in 
town.     For  the  benefit  of  those  who  were  not  able  to  attend,  we  are  trying  on  the 
following  pages  and  in  the  enclosures  to  fill  you  in  on  what  took  place.     We  think 
there  may  be  some  information  here  you  can  use. 
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The  Secretary's  Message 

Secretary  Anderson  told  the  RFD's  that  the  European  Recovery  Program  would 
make  the  best  use  of  the  resources  we  have  at  hand.     It  is  not  an  assurance  of  farm 
prosperity,  he  said.    We  could  have  surpluses  of  some  things.     It  does  assure  con- 
tinuance of  exports  for  some  fprm  products  and  should  build  demand  in  the  future. 
During  the  first  15  months,  about  half  the  exports  will  be  agricultural  in  nature. 
By  having  some  of  the  needed  food  produced  in  nations  other  than  the  U.   S,,  the 
program  spreads  the  risk  of  bad  weather  here,  he  said.     But  ERP  (or  ECA  or  the 
"Marshall  Plan,"  if  you  prefer)  is  only  an  economic  action,  the  Secretary  cautioned  t 
and  it  has  become  necessary  to  build  military  strength  to  give  the  economic  side 
a  chance  to  work. 

4 

An  appraisal  of  today's  economic  situation  in  our  own  country,  brought  RFD's 
the  following  views  from  Mr.  Anderson: 

Not  all  farm  families  are  prosperous,     Average  per  capita  income  for  farmers 
is  still  low  in  comparison  with  non-farmers.     The  high  value  of  farm  assets  today 
is  partly  "paper  gain,"  and  subject  to  heavy  devaluation.     High  farm  production  is 
good,  so  long  as  demand  holds;  means  surpluses  if  market  fails.     The  pat t erg  of 
production  is  still  geared  to  abnormal  demand;  we  have  a  big  job  ahead  in  shifting 
to  normal.     The  "soft  spot"  in  the  farm  economy  is  prices.     They  go  up  and  down 
rapidly,  while  production  is  firm.     For  non-farmers"   it? s  exactly  the  opposite 
production  varies,  but  prices  are  firm. 

Here's  what  the  Secretary  sees  for  the  future: 

All  bets  off  if  this  is  prewar. instead  of  postwar  period.     If  the  former, 
dust  off  all  controls,  and  use  them. 


Assuming  peace,  with  average  industrial  activity  measured  by  past  experience, 
farm  prices  would  average  below  parity,,     Prices  received  might  average  50%  under 
last  year;  prices  paid,  only  25%  under  the  same  period.     There's  a  squeeze  on  net 
income. 

Farm  exports  are  uncertain,  he   said,  depending  on  international  agreement  and 
recovery  in  the  rest  of  the  world.     The  same  is  true  of  industrial  exports,  which 
are  needed  to  maintain  the  biggest  farm  market  —  employed  people  here  at  home0 
The  International  Wheat  Agreement  is  a  good  example  of  how  nations  can  work  to- 
gether to  use  production,  which  is  better  than  price  wars,  dumping  and  waste. 


On  long  range  farm  policy,  Secretary  Anderson  things  the  time  is  now.  Farm 
policy  must  fight  a  delaying  action,  because  farm  prices  fall  faster  than  non-farm. 
Price  supports  are  essential,  providing  protection  from  panic,  and  incentive  to 
production  of  needed  commodities.     A  "floor"  under  consumption  is  needed,  he  said. 

Concluding  with  pointers  on  how  RFD's  can  help  in  bringing  about  a  better 
world,  the  Secretary  asked  them  to  be,  first  of  all,  salesmen  of  peace.  It's 
pretty  much  of  a  sales  job  — -  selling ' continuing  prosperity  and  how  to  achieve 

it  and  the  audience  was  reminded  "You  are  good  salesmen  --  otherwise  you -would 

not  have  your  jobs," 


''^oodyu  Meygp  Reports  on  RMA 


E.  A.   ("Woody")  Meyer,  administrator  of  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act,  speak 
ihg  on  the  first  day  to  RFD's,  prefaced  his  re narks  by  saying  there  was  no  group  he 
would  rather  work  with,   in  the  "dissemination  of  information,"  than  radio  farm 
editors.     A  problem,  which  he  said  radio  must  share,  is  how  to  be  timely  in  report- 
ing research       without  interfering  with  "basic  research."     Hasty  reporting  of 
partial  or  incomplete  research  may,  he  stated,  do  more  harm  than  good. 

The  expectation  of  Congress,  as  evidenced  by  the  Act  itself,  is  that  research 
in  marketing  will  be  brought  up  on  a  par'  with  production  research..     State  and  fed- 
eral expenditures  for  production  research  now  are  estimated  at  about  $35,000,000 
annually,  but  less  than  $2,000,000  in  the  same  period  for  marketing  studies.  This 
points  out  one  of  the  difficulties  marketing  research  faces  . ,  primarily. a  shortage 
of  personnel.     To  overcome  this  shortage  the  USDA  is  conducting  in-service  training 
summer  schools  at  the  colleges  and  universities  will  offer  special  work,  and  course 
leading  to  a  career  in  marketing  probably  will  be  added  to  the  curricula  at  many 
schools . 

The  RMA  authorizes  research  studies  by  contract,  by  agencies  outside  the  De- 
partment, and  also  authorizes  commodity  committees  of  production  and  industry 
people  who  are  outside  the  government.     These  two  avenues,  Mr.  Meyer  said,  help 
carry  out  one  of  the  objectives  of  the  Act  ,.  to  make  use  of  the  know-how  of  all 
people. 

Behind  the  Scenes  on  Foot-and-Mouth  - 

Taking  the  RFD's  backstage  to  see  foot-and-mouth  disease  scenes  at  close  - 
range,  four  Department  officials  told-  of  the  difficulties  involved  in  the  campaign 
against  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  Mexico  and  the  results  being  achieved  neverthe- 
less,    Under-Secretary  N.  E.  Dodd  related  the  events  leading  up  to  the  outbreak  and 
the  early  steps  taken  by  the  Department  to  help  its  southern  neighbor  fight  the 
plague.     He  stressed  that  all  has  been  done  thst  could  be  done  under  the  circum- 
stance.    Dr.  B.  T.  Simms,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  said  that  the 
disease  has  not  breached  the  northern  quarantine  line,  that  was  established  some 
10  months  ago  to  keep  the  infection  from  reaching  northern  Mexico  and  the  United 
States.     Using  a  large  wall  map  he  showed  that  two  sectors  of  the  line  had  been 
moved  slightly  southward.     In  describing  the  strategy  of  defense,  he  showed  also 
the  positions  of  both  the  northern  and  southern  quarantine  lines  and  the  protective 
buffer  zones  just  inside  them, 

Ralph  S,  Trigg,  a  third  member  of  the  official  panel  and  special  assistant  to 
the  Secretary  on  Foot-and-Mouth  Disease,  outlined  measures  that  the  De partment'  had 
taken  to  help  Mexico  find  an  outlet  for  surplus  cattle  in  northern  Mexico.  These 
animals  which  normally  are  exported  to  the  United  States  are  now  denied  entrance  by 
quarantine  restrictions.     The  chief  current  outlet  is  in  the  form  of  canned  meat 
for  export  to 'Europe. 

The  fourth  panel  member,  Dr„  M.  R.  Clarkson  head  of  the  BAI  Inspection  and 
Quarantine  Division,  emphasized  that  early  detection  of  the  disease  is  the  key  to 
quick  eradication--a  point  which  United  States  stock- owners  should  heed  for  their 
own  protection.     Urging  continued  alertness  in  this  respect  he  said  that  the  in- 
fection can  be  carried  by  many  articles  of  commerce  and  that  there  is  particular 
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Behind  the  Scenes  on  Foot-and-Mouth  (Cont'd)  ...     wi   ...         >s  .. 

danger  from  garbage,  brought  ashore,  contrary  to  regulations,  from  ships  that  visit 
countries  where  the  disease  exists.     He  urged. that  any  suspected  case  of  the 
disease  be  reported  immediately  to  State  or  Federal  veterinary  officials.    All  four 
speakers  met  a  volley  of  questions  with  ready  direct  replies.' 

Duncan  Wall  on  The  International  Wheat  Agreement 

The  details  of  the  international  wheat  agreement  itself  have  been  widely  pub- 
licized and  scarcely  need  repeating.     Before  it  can  become  effective,  it  must  be" 
ratified  by  enough  countries,  representing  enough  trade,  to  give  the  Wheat  Couitc-ii 
reason  to  believe  in  its  successful  operation.     The  organizing  clauses  will-becoms 
effective  July  1,  and  ah  organizing  meeting  of  the  Council  is  expected  to  be  heid 
in  Washington  in  July, 

If  ratified  by  enough  countries,  the  operating  clauses  relating  to  trade  and 
prices  will  become  effective  August  1,     The  agreement  is  expected  to  be  submitted 
for  ratification  by  the  United  States  as  a  treaty,  requiring  a  two-thirds  vote  of 
approval  by  the  Senate, 

The  wheat  agreement  is  important  to  wheat  growers  in  the  United  States  as  a 
means  of  stabilizing  their  exports  and  export  prices  over  the  next  five  years  and 
conceivably  beyond,  if  the  agreement  is  renewed. 

However,  it  has  a  broader  importance.     It  is  the  first  concrete  proof  that 
many  nations  can  reach  agreement  to  undertake  actual  commitments  for  econ.omic  . co- 
operation, as  well  as  to  agree  merely  on  broad  statements  of  general  principle. 

If  this  can  be  done  once,  it  can  be' clone  again.     This  gives  hope  of  really 
effective  international  action  to  overcome  many  of  the  economic  problem's  which  new 
create  misery  end  unrest  among  people,  and  therefore  fri'ction  and  the  conditions 
of  warfare  among  nations. 

USDA  Service  to  RFD's 

Our  Director  of  Information. Keith  Himebaugh. , ♦ , took  the  stage  Thursday 
morning  with  a  panel  of  USDA.  agency  information  men.     They  highlighted  current  ac- 
tivities, and  answered  questions  on  information  services. 

Here  are  highlights: 

Extension  —  Les  Schlup  reported  on  a  survey  of  types  of  services  being  extended 
RFDTe  by  State  Extension  services,     RFD's  present  urged  that  more  radio  personnel 
and  services  from  some  States  be  made  available. 

Bureau  Agricultural  Economics  —  Franklin  Thackrey  asked  the  help  of  RFDrs  in  keep- 
ing up  the  interest  of  the  volunteer  corps  of  farmer  crop  reporters  who  supply  the 
basic  facts  for  the  various  economic  reports  that  RFDls  and  others  use. 

Farmers  Home  Administration  —  Phil  Brown  pointed  out  that  city  people  don't  under- 
stand why,  in  prosperous  times,  farm  families  need  FHA  help.     He  said  the  explana- 
tion is  that  small  farmers  lack  the  skill,  equipment,  and  resources  generally,.,, 
and  haven't  been  able  to  cash  in  on  this  prosperity. 
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Farm  Credit  Administration  —  Clay  Mobley  pointed  out  that  the  1200  National  Farm 
Loan  Associations,  and  the  504  Production  Credit  Associations, are  sources  of  infor- 
mation for  RFD's  on  credit  matters, , ..and  that  FCA  is  trying  to  encourage  them  in 
the  use  of  radio.' 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  -  Duncan. Wall  commented  on  various  materi- 
als available  on:  .foreign  agriculture.     And  he  pointed  to  an  important  new  source  of 
such  information  -  thy . commodity  specialists  who  are  going  abroad  under  Research 
and. Marketing -Act  funds  tc  study  markets  and  competition.     Specialists  already  ha v- 
been  abroad,  or  are  scheduled  to  go  o.n  cotton/  potatoes,  tobacco,  rice,  fruits  and 
tree  nuts.  •  ' 

Rural  Electrification  Administration  —  Allyn  Walters  said  REA  Would  lend  $575  pil- 
lion m  the  next  14  months , ...  and  cited  the  need  for  RFD's  to  help  in  educational 
work  tc  see  that  the  money  is  spent  wisely.     Some  States  now  have  REA  editors  to 
whom  RFD's  can  turn  for  help,  ..  ...    -  ' 

Forest  Service  —  Bill  Bergoffen  reaffirmed' the  importance  of  the  Small  woodland 
He  said  farmers  liquidated  lots  of  timber  during  the  war  boom.., .but  that  a  strong 
market  for  farm  timber  will  continue.     Last  year  140  million  t  rees  planted ;  nejct  &.  . 
year's  goal  is  for  300  million,     Need  to  get  land  owners  organized 'to  do' the  plant- 
ing job.     Watch  for  stories  about  the  new  labor-  and  time-saving  tree  planters. 

Soil  Conservation  Service  ~-  Gordon  Zimmerman  said  20  million  acres  a  year  are  being 
brought  into  conservation  program  —  but  that- is  only  one-third  the  rate  needed  to 
meet  erosion  damage.     At  the  present  rate,  the  U.  S,  can  run  into  shortages  of  food 
for  domestic  use  by  the  turn  of  the  centurv. 

Increase  in  Fall  Pig  Crop  is  Requested 

As  we  go  to  press,  the  Department  announces  that  the  goal  for  this  fall's  pig 
crop  is  being  raised  by  at  least  10%.     Producers  having  favorable  conditions  for 
raising  their  fall  Crop -even  more  than  that,  are  requested  to  do  it.     At  least  ' 
three  million  more  pigs  are  needed  this  fall  than  were  produced  last  year,  in  order 
to  avoid  having  the  total  supply  of  all  meats  in  the  U.  S.   fall  below  140  lbse  per 
capita  next  year.    An  increase  in  the  1S49  spring  crop  will  also  be  nec~eTsary  to 
attain  that  goal. 


In  oroer  to  get  an  average  increase  of  more  than  10%  in  this  year's  fall  crop 
if  possible,  the  goals  suggested  today  by -the  Department  call  for  an  average  in- 
crease of  13g.     In  the  North  Central  States,  where  most  of  the  country's  hogs  are 
produced,  the  request  is  for  15%  more;  the  Southern  and  Western  States  have  a  goal 
of  1A%3  the  Northeast,  1B%,  and  the  East -Central,   only  &%.     Reason  for  that  low 
figure-     the  East  Central  States  increased  fall  production  last  fall,  while  all 
other  regions  were  decreasing. 


Many  Enclosures 


This  week»s  RFD  Letter  is  running  pretty  heavy  on  enclosures  —  we-  have  an 
even  dozen!  But  we  thought  those  of  you  who  were  here  would  like  to  have  copies 
of  the  more  detailed  sessions,  and  those  who  weren't  will  know  what  was  said. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


"Cheese  Peddler"  Ritter 

Grant  Ritter,  RFD  at  WCLO*   Janesville,  Wisconsin,  was  the  only  "salesman"  we 
heard  about  in  the  group  here  this  week.     He  nursed  a  twelve-pound  Wisconsin  cheese 
all  the  way  down  here,   and  through  a  day  in  the  hotel  room,   so  that  he  could  pass 
it  cut  around  the  office.    We  aren't  really  starving,  and  this  is  not  intended  to 
say  that,  but  it  was  good  cheese!    Many  thanks,  Grant,  we  appreciated  your  th ought - 
fulness! 


Don  Peach  Takes  Over 


Tomorrow    (Hay  1st),  Don  Peach  takes  over  his  new  duties  as  RFD  at  KOA,  Den- 
ver, succeeding  the-  late  Hal  Renollet.     He  goes  to  his  new  duties  from  a  position 
as  Field  Representative  for  the  United  Duroc  Record  Association  in  the  Rocky 
Mountain  territory. 

Don  is  an  Animal  Husbandry  graduate  of  the  University  of  Illinois,  and  served 
an  *  r^rke^  reporter  and  field  man  for  the  Corn  Belt  Farm  Dailies  in  Chicago  and" 
Omaha  before  joining  up  with  Uncle  Sam  fDr  a  tour  in  the  Air  Corps.     During  10  yrs. 
of  4-H  Club  work,  he  specialized  in  live-stock  activities,   and  was  awarded  the 
"American  Farmer  Degree"  by  FFA  in  1933. 

He  relieves  Paul  Visser,  assistant  to  Bill  Drips,  who  has  been  carrying  on 
in  the  interim,  and  will  now  return  to  Chicago-.     Good  luck,  Donl 

Kadderly  Unable  to  Attend 

Wallace  Kadderly,  Vice-President  of  NARFD,  and  RFD  at  KGW,  Portland,  who  had 
intended  to  be  here  for  the  meeting  this  week,  was  forced  to  cancel  out  at  the  last 
minute.     Many  of  Wallace's  friends  around  the  Department  were  disappointed  at  not 
seeing  him,  and  there  were  even  some  "ghost  stories"  that  he  was  seen  here.  We're 
sorry  he  wasn't. 


Enclosures: 

1-11  --  RFD  Meeting  Releases  - 

Wells,  Herrmann,  Rohwer,  Cullinan,  Magness- Jones-Stevenson,  Turner, 

Hambleton,  Hodgson,  Parker (3) 
12  —      Fact  Sheet-Save  Grain  by  Treating  Seed 


Kenneth  M.  Gap en 

Ass't  Director  of  Inf  o  mat  ion- 


Cordial  ly, 


for  Radio  and  Video 


